
WELCOME, MONICA!  MEMBER CENTER LOG OUT NEWSLETTERS RSS MYSPECIALS DIRECT

   
Stories

 
 MAIN SECTIONS

  Home

  News

   Columnists 
   Local/State News 
   Traffic 
   Texas Legislature 
   Education 
   Medical 
   Mexico 
   Military 
   Neighbors 
   Religion 
   Environment | Water 

  Weather

  Traffic

  Sports

  Spurs

  H.S. Sports

  Business

  Local Elections

  Entertainment

  S.A. Life

  Health

  Travel & City Guide

  Obituaries

  News Wires

  AP en Español

  News Feeds 
 MULTIMEDIA
  KENS 5 Video

  Slide Shows

  Web Cams

 OPINION
  Editorials / Op Ed

  E-N Columnists

 SPECIAL SECTIONS
  Gardening

  Blogs

  Pets | Animals

  Special Reports

  Mideast Battlefield

  Great Day S.A.

 

Ideas cooked up for factory 

Web Posted: 06/12/2005 12:00 AM CDT  

Christopher Anderson 
Express-News Staff Writer  

A group of historic preservation officials and activists from across the country see 
something sweet happening again at the old Judson Candy Co. building, although 
they expect it will take millions of dollars to make the complex tempting to tenants.  

The National Trust for Historic Preservation held its annual leadership training 
program in San Antonio this week, and its almost three dozen participants were 
asked to come up with ideas on how the former praline, chocolate and jelly bean 
factory at 831 S. Flores St. can be reused.  

Located in the King William area, the site includes two historic, graffiti-marred 
buildings that have been vacant since 1999, when the company, now known as 
Judson-Atkinson Candies, moved to the Northeast Side.  

Five teams comprising seven people each, including representatives from state 
agencies and local nonprofit groups, presented proposals on what should be done 
with the old factory site Friday evening at the Southwest School of Art & Craft.  

All of them advocated creating condominiums or loft apartments in at least one of 
the existing buildings.  

Their recommendations also included such novel approaches as creating a 
community fitness center or a working school for college students interested in the 
hospitality industry.  

Other suggestions included introducing a much-needed grocery store for the area.  

Another popular plan was to develop a rooftop garden to help keep air-conditioning 
costs low and to provide great vistas of the downtown area from the fourth floor of 
the larger of the two buildings.  

A majority of the plans also called for a relatively recent warehouse addition to be 
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razed.  

"I think a lot of them had great ideas with amenities that they wanted to offer which 
are great," said Patrick Shearer, a principal in the Cambridge Realty Group, which is 
representing the site's owner, Tony Bradfield. He is asking $3.3 million for the 
property.  

Shearer noted that all the plans crafted by the group included considerable 
construction and renovation costs. "It is a big bite to chew off."  

But Shearer expressed confidence that "the right developer" would capitalize on the 
site's proximity to downtown and Southtown by converting its historic buildings into 
new homes.  

"I think all the demographics are pointing back to more urban living," he said.  

Henry Alvarez, president and CEO of the San Antonio Housing Authority, which is 
studying the possibility of buying the factory site and developing it into a mix of 
affordable and market-rate housing, balked at the $8 million to $21 million project 
costs associated with the preservationists' plans.  

"Some of the numbers are alarming," Alvarez said.  

Don Rypkema, author of "The Economics of Historic Preservation: A Community 
Leader's Guide," said renovating a historic building is often less expensive than 
building from scratch.  

"They're rarely cheap, but if quality is part of the equation, it will always be a 
competitive alternative," he said.  

canderson@express-news.net 
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